
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What a year! Thanks to all of our First Year contributors for their excellent work. Wishing all First 
Years and your families a great summer. See you for an action-packed Second Year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Josh Scully (second from right) flies the 
CUS flag at Everest Base Camp. 
 

See Edition 3 for details of Josh’s 
training! Josh made the climb with his 
family and three Sherpas (pictured with 
Josh). 
  Josh said it was the hardest 
climb of his of hiking career to date. He 
also said that it was the experience of a 
lifetime. Maybe he can manage the 
crippling climb of Wicklow’s dreaded 
Sugar Loaf... 
 
 

 
President Michael D. Higgins had the pleasure of 
meeting Jack O’Neill and Conor Cullen last week 
in UCD in the Young Philosopher Awards. See 
article inside for more details on the 
competition. 
 Conor and Jack’s project examined the 
’Philosophy of Value and Money.’ They came 
runners-up in the Small Group category. A 
wonderful achievement considering the 400 
entrants in the competition. This was CUS’ first 
time attending the event. What a great 
experience for the lads, who said they will surely 
enter the competition again next year.  
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Philosophise that! 
 
On Wednesday the 15th of 
May we went to the Irish 
Young Philosopher Awards in 
UCD in Dublin. It was such a 
great experience for me and 
my classmates. The students 
involved were Rian Powell, 
Seán O'Dowd, Alex Tobin, 
Harry Deery, Michael O'Boyle, 
Robert O'Toole, Senan 
Kavanagh, Jack O'Neill, Conor 
Cullen, James Ginnelly and 
myself. 

We were judged by 
philosophy graduates and 
lecturers. There was a huge 
range of topics and 

philosophical questions from the likes of, ‘is it ok to eat animals?’ to ‘will artificial intelligence 
deserve rights?’. For the awards ceremony the President of Ireland, Micheal D. Higgins attended to 
present the prizes and to give a wonderful speech to young people, explaining why philosophy is 
crucial in today’s world. We will definitely attend next year! 

- Daíre Walsh 
 

After a momentus 
season of the Philippines 
FIFA tournament, there 
were two finalists. James 
’Real Madrid’  Ryan 
(from Third Year, left) 
and Vincent ’Pep’ Flynn 
(1st Year, right) battled it 
out in a three-all thriller 
of a final. Vincent 
claimed the crown after 
a tense penalty shootout 
with an audience of 
several hundred 
crammed into the 
canteen. 
 However next 
season, Vincent will face 
the might of Mr. Brett, 
who will hunt the top spot once again. 
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Ethos Day! 
 

On Thursday 9 May, 15 First Year students were selected to travel to St. Mary’s College, Dundalk, as 
part of a Marist ethos event. We left CUS at 8am, and collected other Marist students from Chanel 
College, Coolock, on the way - it was great getting to know them. 

When we arrived in Dundalk, we were warmly greeted by First Year students from St. Mary’s. 
They guided us to a nicely decorated room where the event would be taking place for the day. The 
decorations in the room truly reflected the Marist ethos.  

Our day started off with each group of students from each school introducing themselves, 
and we had to explain to each other what our schools were like. It was interesting to look at the 
similarities and differences between each school, knowing that they are all Marist schools. After this, 
we talked about the Beatitudes. We learned about how important it is to focus on helping others, 
and how it’s the little things in life that matter the most.  

At lunch, we had loads of fun playing in the yard with the other First Years from Chanel and 
St. Mary’s! We played tennis and soccer. To finish of the day, we had a table quiz - everyone was so 
competitive! It was a really great way to finish off the day. 

- Eoghan O’Reilly and Oscar Donahoe 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

- First Year students enjoying making puppets with Ms. Shiels and Ms. Manton-Figgis 
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Grand Slam in Spain 
 

 
 

Over the Easter break, around 40 first years went on the annual CUS rugby trip, this year to the trip 
was to Cambrils, Spain, to play friendlies against other rugby teams. We stayed there for four days, 
playing several 20-minute matches against teams from Spain and Ireland, winning all games, 
including the last one where Vinnie Bell scored a last-minute drop goal .  

A lot of great rugby was played in these games, especially from star players Sennan Campbell 
and Sean Turner. After all the rugby on Saturday and Sunday, we went to PortAventura, a theme 
park in Cambrils on 
Sunday 
afternoon where we 
had great fun going 
on the rides, talking 
to some Spanish 
people and getting 
soaked on the Tutuki 
Splash! We were all 
very sad when we 
had to leave but I 
think everyone had a 
great trip. 

 
- Ruben Maguire  
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GAA Féile Finals 
 
My team and I competed in the GAA Féile for Hurling and 
Football.  We were the dominant team throughout the 
hurling final.  I am the hurling goal keeper and I was very 
stressed during the final because we were only up by 
two points with five minutes remaining.  The other team 
pushed all their players downfield to try to score one 
more goal.  If they scored, they would have won.  When 
the final whistle blew we all ran into a huddle and 
started cheering and shouting because we were 
champions! It is a tradition in St. Plunketts that the 
winning team drive through the area beeping the car 
horns and cheering.  The experience of winning the final 
was unreal for me and the team.   

The football Féile was two weeks later, where we 
won all the group games and the semi-final.  We were 
excited about playing in another final and we thought 
that we could go all the way again. But the scoring was 
more back and forth this time.  In the last fifteen minutes 
we were up by a goal, but we then conceded two goals in a row.  We scored two more points, but it 
wasn’t enough. 
We certainly experienced the highs and lows of competition!   

- Jack Finnegan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Scenes from 2019’s Sports Day 
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Debatable Activities 
 
Chanel College hosted a debating competition for First Year students attending Marist schools. 
Three schools took part: Saint Mary’s, Dundalk,  Chanel College and CUS. The students representing 
CUS were Conor Cullen, Alex Molloy, John Kinirons, Sam Oragano, Senan Kavanagh and Jonathan 
Pacitto. Everyone debated with such confidence and skill. A special congratulations to Conor Cullen 
and his team for performing so well and getting first place! 

- Jonathan Pacitto 

When we arrived we were welcomed by a Fifth Year student.  The two teachers who accompanied 
us were Ms. McNamara and Ms. Considine. There were multiple debates involving six groups, each 
with different intense motions. We had a glorious meal of Apaché pizza, chips, sausages and 
drinks. All who participated were awarded with a certificate. It was a really good experience and 
we cannot wait for the next one!  

– Alex Molloy 
 

Ball Boy ‘Hungary’ for Success 
 

I had the pleasure of being a ball boy at an U17’s 
Euros match between Hungary and Iceland.  At 
the start of the match, six of us held the Iceland 
flag and the other six held the Hungary flag. 

Just before the match started, we were given 
our positions. I was standing directly behind the 
goal, which I was delighted about, not only 
because I would see all the goals but because  I 
would also never be left more than five minutes 
without the action passing me by.  Just before the halftime whistle blew Hungary took the lead. Just 
15 minutes into the second half, Iceland were even. With five minutes to go, Hungary were awarded 
a penalty. The striker put the penalty away beautifully and the Hungary team let out a collective 
chant as they ran towards the cameras in the corner. 

I was so happy I got to be the ball boy at this match. It was a once in a lifetime experience 
which will always remain with me. 

- Calum Pender 

 


